
Thought for the Day Christ the King  

John 18.33b-37 

 On the feast of Christ the King we reflect on what it means to 

swear allegiance to a particular person.   

 In the gospel according to St John, Jesus is set before Pilate. 

Pilate asks him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  This is a very 

dangerous question because under Roman rule to call anyone but 

Caesar a king is punishable by death.  Pilate knows this. He recognises 

Caesar as a king and serves and obeys him.  By asking the question he 

is putting the onus on Jesus to decide his own fate.  If he says yes he is 

signing his own death warrant.  What Pilate doesn’t know is that at no 

time in his ministry does Jesus call himself king.  He refers to the 

kingdom of God but does not set himself up as a king. Jesus responds 

to Pilate by asking him a question.  This is another social taboo.  In 

Roman culture a person of less rank or class does not ask a superior a 

question.  By answering a question with a question, Jesus tacitly calls 

into question Pilate’s authority over him.   

 Being the most senior Roman representative in the area, Pilate 

would not spend any time, or have any interest in, Jesus’ life and 

ministry. He quite possible doesn’t know anything about Jesus, because 

Jesus simply isn’t important enough.  This is shown when Pilate asks 

him, “What have you done?”  He is trying to be judge and jury in a case 

he knows nothing about, no wonder he tries to get Jesus to do the hard 

work for him.  

 In their dialogue Jesus refers to his kingdom, but not his kingship, 

and then the sting in the tail, “…I came into the world, to testify to the 

truth.”  Pilate doesn’t see that one coming and it throws him off course.  

What should he do with this man before him? In the next verse of the 

passage Pilate asks Jesus, “What is truth?”  A very good question and 

one we should ask of ourselves. 

 When I was called for jury service I was privileged to sit on three 

different trials, one as foreperson. Each time my fellow jurors and I were 

assembled before a trial we swore the jurors’ oath. The oath typically 

takes the form, "I swear by almighty God that I will faithfully try the 

defendant and give a true verdict according to the evidence." This oath 

is usually sworn on the holy book of your religion.  As a Christian I swore 

my oath on the Bible.  It was a very solemn moment and it made me 



acutely aware of the responsibility I had individually, and we had 

collectively to both seek and tell the truth.  The fate of the people before 

us lay in our interpretation of the facts and I prayed every day that the 

truth would be unearthed and that justice would prevail. 

 As Christians we should expect to live our lives according to truth, 

but in the modern world that’s not always easy.  We can become 

trapped into saying yes when perhaps we should say no.  By saying yes 

all the time we can get more and more work heaped upon us, giving us 

less time to be still with God, let alone spend time with our families. 

Young people get coerced into risky behaviours because they find 

themselves unable to say no to their peers, or someone in a position of 

power.  Older people can be victims of scams because they don’t know 

how to say no to the person on the phone or the doorstep.   

 Christ our King says no to Pilate, he resists the power of the 

Roman hierarchy and its authority.  Jesus simply says his kingdom is not 

from here.  Jesus has authority of a different kind, authority from God 

and a power based not on strength and oppression, but on truth and 

justice.  An authority he bestows on us if we follow the truth. 

 Pilate famously washes his hands of Jesus and hands the 

sentencing back to the Judean authorities.  There is no trial or verdict 

here.  Jesus has already been tried and found guilty in the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead.  This encounter with Pilate is merely to decide 

the consequence of the verdict, and we all know what that is.   

 So where does this leave us?  It leaves us striving to give our 

allegiance to Christ our King; and we swear that allegiance by living our 

lives as he teaches us, through truth and justice, through prayer and 

worship and through good deeds. To Christ be the Glory.  

Amen.  

  


